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March 2022: Signs of Spring at City Books
Spring has not only sprung in Pittsburgh, it is bouncing around the
thermometer: seventy degrees one weekend and six inches of snow
the next. Although the same thing happens every year, the volatility
always comes as a surprise to some people. I'm trying to stay
optimistic though, despite the ongoing pandemic and a war in Europe,
and thanks to strong business at the start of the year, I'm buying
planters for the front of the shop to add some color to the sidewalk.
It's still way too early to plant, but I'll send pictures when everything is
in full bloom.
I hope it is warm & safe where you are,
Arlan

Shop City Books Merchandise

Book Review: A
Thousand Pieces of
Gold
A Thousand Pieces of Gold by
Adeline Yen Mah is a cultural
history of China told through
ancient proverbs--with some
personal memoir sprinkled in. It’s
a book that is easily put down &
picked back up without losing
any momentum because there
isn’t a strong narrative holding
the chapters together. The book
is written in clean, crisp
language, but I found it too
expository for my tastes. Watch
my full review on YouTube here.

Featured Book List:
Sunflowers in
Solidarity: Ukrainian
Writers in English
In order to meet the demand for
books by Ukrainian writers after
the Russian invasion on February
24, we have created a shoppable
list of contemporary Ukrainian
writers in English. 100% of our
profits from this list will be
donated to humanitarian efforts.
We have already donated $250
in proceeds directly to the
Ukrainian Red Cross.

Reading practice:
StoryGraph
I've never been an athlete, but I
was a “competitive reader” when
I was a little girl actively trying to
beat my own reading record
every summer during my local
library challenge. My reading
drive has waned and surged over
the decades, but I've started
setting reading goals again and
keeping an online record on
StoryGraph, an app that helps
me keep track of my progress
and offers beautiful graphics
based on book length, mood, and
topic. It's more nuanced than
Goodreads--and it's not owned
by Amazon. If you're anything
like me and you enjoy data
visualization, give StoryGraph a
try and see if it helps you with
your reading practice.

Getting it in writing:
Keeping a dream
journal
When I took my first playwriting
class, my professor asked us to
keep a dream journal. Our final
assignment was to select an
entry and turn it into a one-act

play--with one stipulation.
Nightmares had to become
comedies, and regular dreams
had to become tragedies. (I
chose the former.) Later, when I
taught writing, I also asked
students to keep a dream
journal, but I asked them to turn
their visions into poems.
Something about the non-linear
nature of a dream lends itself to
a line-based, rather than
sentence-based, narrative. Have
you ever tried keeping a dream
journal? If so, what did you do
with it? Consider keeping a
dream journal for a week and
using it as a source for
unexpected imagery in a stalled
work-in-progress or to start a
new project. I'd love to hear how
it goes.

Final thoughts:
Marginalia
I love finding reading notes in
books. Although many people
prefer books with clean,
unmarked pages, those can be
hard to find in a book that has
been re-read or studied. As a
bookseller, I believe that books
not only present an author's
story, but the book-as-object also
tells its own story. Who has
owned it? Where has it been?
One of my favorite poems is
“Marginalia” by former US Poet
Laureate Billy Collins. In it,
Collins argues the compound
value of a book is based on the
number of readers who have left
their marks. Do you write in
books? Would you buy a book
that has been written in? Why or
why not?

Coming in April: A review of A Court of Thorns and Roses, our featured
list, and book collecting.
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